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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LAGOS 2270 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CASC (HARRIS, KENTON L.) 

SUBJECT: W/W KENTON L. HARRIS 

REF: (A) STATE 042796 (B ) LAGOS 2214 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . EMBASSY INFORMED MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS ON FEB. 19 AND 
AGAIN ON FEB. 23 OF HARRIS DETENTION CALABAR. IN ADDITION, CALABAR 
REPRESENTATIVES OF U.S. FIRMS HAVE LOOKED INTO HARRIS DETENTION AT 
REQUEST OF EMBASSY. 

2 EMBASSY LEARNED LATE FRIDAY AFTERNOON FROM FRENCHMAN WHO HAD BEEN 
HELD BY NATIONAL SECURITY ORGANIZATION FOR ONE WEEK FOR TAKING 
PHOTOGRAPHS IN MARKET THAT HARRIS NOW IN LAGOS AT NATIONAL SECURITY 
IKOYI DETENTION CENTER. 

3. IN VIEW REPORT THAT HARRIS TO BE RELEASED FEB. 28 AND EXTREME 
SENSITIVITY OF SECURITY OFFICIALS TO OUTSIDE PRESSURE (SEE CASE 
MANFRED LEHMANN, LAGOS 225, 2165 AND PREVIOUS), EMBASSY HAS 
ADVISED MINISTRY OFFICIAL OF HARRIS PRESENCE LAGOS AND REQUESTED 
MINISTRY'S ASSISTANCE IN SECURING EARLY RELEASE. IF NOT 
RELEASED MONDAY: FURTHER EFFORTS WILL BE MADE. 
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